INTRODUCTION
Groundnut (Arachis hypogaea L.) is a leading oilseed crop in India. Groundnut is an important oil seed crop of tropical and sub tropical regions of the world. India ranks first in groundnut cultivation in an area of 5.53 m ha and occupies second place in production (9.67 million tonnes) with productivity of 1750 kg ha -1 . In India, groundnut is mostly grown in five states viz., Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Maharashtra which accounts for 80 per cent of total area and 84 per cent of total production of groundnut. In Andhra Pradesh, groundnut is grown in an area of 13.86 lakh hectares with a total production of 7.48 lakh tonnes and productivity of 644 kg ha -1 [4] . Studies reveal that 15 -20 per cent of the total oilseed production is lost directly or indirectly by the attack of insect and mite pests every year. In groundnut crop, some of the insect pests cause considerable yield losses. Among these insect pests, white grub cause yield losses up to 20-100 per cent, tobacco caterpillar causes yield losses up to 15-30 per cent, red hairy caterpillar causes yield losses up to 75 per cent, leaf miner causes yield losses up to 49 per cent, jassids causes yield losses up to 17 per cent, thrips causes yield losses up to 17 per cent 2 .
Spotted pod borer (Maruca vitrata, Geyer), which is a common pest of pulses is extending its incidence on groundnut in southern zone of Andhra 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
At 60 DAS, among all the 21 genotypes lowest percentage infestation of M. vitrata was found in ICGV -86368 (2.62) followed by TCGS -1426 (3.50), K-9 (3.70) and CS -19 (3.78). Highest percentage infestation was found in Dharani (15.08) followed by K-6 (14.34), TCGS -1543 (9.30) and Narayani (8.90). At 67 DAS, lowest percentage infestation was observed in ICGV-86368 (2.08) followed by TCGS -1426 (2.34), CS-19 (2.95) and K-9 (3.22) (significantly different). Highest percentage infestation was found in Dharani (13.17) followed by K-6 (12.66), TCGV-1543 (8.64) Narayani (7.68) showed significantly difference. At 74 DAS, lowest percentage infestation was observed in ICGV-86368 (1.84) followed by CS-19 (1.96) showed (not significantly difference) TCGV 1426 (2.34), and K-9 (2.69) (significantly different).
Highest percentage infestation was found in K-6 (11.59) followed by Dharani (10.67), TCGS-1543 (7.74) and Narayani (7.02) showed not significantly difference. At 81 DAS, lowest percentage infestation was observed in ICGV-86368 (1.16) followed by CS-19 (1.50), K-9 (1.68) and TCGV-1426 (1.83), (significantly different). Highest percentage infestation was found in Dharani (10.03) followed by K-6 (9.74), TCGS-1543 (6.86) and Narayani (6.40) showed significantly difference. At 88 DAS, lowest percentage infestation was observed in ICGV-86368 (0.63) followed by TCGS-1426 (0.69), K-9 (0.85) (not significantly different) and CS-19 (0.93) (significantly different). Highest percentage infestation was found in K-6 (8.32) followed by Dharani (7.57), Narayani (5.33) and TCGV-1543 (4.92) showed significantly difference. At 95 DAS, lowest percentage infestation was observed in CS-19 (0.50) followed by ICGV-86368 (0.52) TCGS-1426 (0.55), K-9 (0.62) (not significantly different). Highest percentage infestation was found in K-6 (6.82) followed by Dharani (5.75) (not significantly different). Narayani (3.56) and TCGS-1543 (2.28) showed significantly difference (Table 1) .
Percent infestation of M. vitrata was less in K-9, ICGV-86368, TCGS-1426, CS-19 genotypes and more in K-6, Dharani, Narayani and TCGV-1543. In spreading type and short stature groundnut cultivars were tolerant to the M. vitrata incidence.
The highest chlorophyll content was observed in low infested varieties, K-9 (48.00), IVK-II-13-35 (42.40) and IVK-II-13-30 (44.47). The lowest chlorophyll content was found in susceptible varieties, K-6 (37.67), Dharani (37.47), Narayani (36.80) and followed by TCGS-1543 (38.13) ( Table 2 ).
Chlorophyll content was negatively correlated with (r =-0.48) with per cent infestation of M. vitrata at 60 DAS. The highest leaf area was found in susceptible varieties K-6 (152, 155.32), Dharani (148.83), Narayani (150.62) followed by TCGS-1543 (145.38). The lowest leaf area was reported in resistant varieties CS-19 (111.04), TCGS-1426 (114.13), K-9 (116.97) ( Table 3 ). Specific Leaf area was positively correlated with (r=0.43) with per cent infestation of M. vitrata at 60 DAS.
Chlorophyll content and Specific Leaf area, these plant physical parameters showed significant effect on incidence of M. vitrata and also incidence of M. vitrata was significantly affected by plant morphological characters like plant height, stem length, stem thickness and number of leaves per plant in groundnut crop. 
